Troy unveils acoustic wall system


As the owner of an outdoor shooting range, you’ve no doubt given thought to noise-control issues. Because of suburban sprawl, many outdoor ranges that were once located far from population centers are now surrounded by clusters of housing developments, the occupants of which may object to the sound of gunfire. And here’s a small detail many range owners may not be aware of: A semi-enclosed range with no acoustical application can act like a megaphone, greatly amplifying reflective noises. The owners of indoor ranges face a different problem: The nature of the facility may amplify sound levels generated by firearms to truly harmful levels.

In fact, a recent U.S. Army study concluded that “hearing loss occurs primarily

during training, not combat.” That determination includes all firearms training, whether for law enforcement personnel or the casual shooter who practices for several hours a week. But the person this affects the most is the trainer or range master, who could be subjected to unnecessary noise levels for several hours each week. You can avoid workers’-compensation claims, as well as provide for an improved overall shooting experience for your customers, by initiating some preventive maintenance.


Outfitting an indoor range with acoustical doors and windows from Troy Acoustics can provide additional protection for the range master as well as for people standing outside the range. According to Joan Terry Drucker, Troy’s vice president for

marketing and business development, “The patented Troy System has been designed to solve the challenge of high noise levels in and around indoor and outdoor shooting ranges. Although other products may have similar noise-reduction coefficient values [the standard for testing most acoustical products], that information is not applicable to shooting ranges, since it does not address full spectrum levels required for firearms.

The Troy System is designed to bring down reverb levels to 1.25 seconds, an industry standard for shooting ranges.”


Drucker also says that the Troy System delivers three major benefits: Reduced noise levels will make it easier for those on the line to hear instructions from the range master; a better acoustical environment will allow the staff to train (or supervise those in training) for longer periods without fatigue and other adverse effects; and it can reduce the risk of workers’-compensation claims. In conjunction with the 2009 SHOT Show, Troy Acoustics is unveiling a new Ballistic Sound Wall product. “This easy-to-install proprietary modular ballistic wall system reduces the reverb time and isolates noise in a semi-enclosed or enclosed outdoor range,” says CEO Bill Bergiadis. “When the system is also installed on all baffles and the shooting line canopy, the acoustical performance can be guaranteed to a 1.25-second reverb time, which will significantly reduce the peak level

within the range.”


Bergiadis notes that, though the custom interlocking modular ballistic walls are designed for new outdoor facilities, Troy can modify an existing facility that has sidewalls and baffles.
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